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June 7, 2017 

 
 
In re:  Mr. Ferguson Claude Laurent, Jr. Death Investigation  
 
Introduction: 
 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 7A-61, my office has reviewed the investigation surrounding the death of 
Mr. Ferguson Claude Laurent, Jr. that occurred on November 3, 2016.  The purpose of this review 
was to determine whether the conduct of Salisbury Police Officer Boehm was unlawful.  Agents 
with the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (“NCSBI”), an independent agency, 
conducted the investigation into this matter.   
 
Synopsis:    
 
Based upon the NCSBI investigation, all of the credible, available, and believable evidence 
supports the conclusion that Mr. Laurent, Jr. was armed with a handgun and shot at Officer Boehm.  
As a result of this immediate threat, Officer Boehm returned fire, which resulted in the death of 
Mr. Laurent, Jr.  A Jennings Bryco .380 caliber handgun, covered in blood, was found on the floor 
in Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom, in the area where he fell after being shot.  The NC State Crime Lab 
determined that a .380 fired bullet recovered from a wall in the middle bedroom was fired from 
that handgun.  The evidence shows that the occupants inside the residence had notice that the 
police were entering the residence.  The “no-knock” search warrant did not affect our legal analysis 
in this investigation.  
 
Details of Investigation: 
 
Prior to November 3, 2016, detectives with the Salisbury Police Department (“SPD”) had 
conducted controlled purchases of narcotics from occupants at 625 E. Lafayette Street, Lot 1, 
Salisbury, NC.  A confidential informant (“CI”) had purchased drugs at this residence and advised 
law enforcement that the CI had observed firearms inside the residence.  Detectives had received 
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information that one of the occupants may have been involved in a shooting in Charlotte and was 
a possible suspect in a robbery and breaking and/or entering that occurred in Salisbury.  In addition, 
one of the occupants of the residence had an outstanding warrant for his arrest for a resisting a 
public officer charge that occurred on or about January 22, 2016.  The search warrant for the 
residence was issued by a Superior Court Judge on November 1, 2016, at 2:10 p.m. (See 
Attachment A). 
 
On November 3, 2016, around 9:00 a.m., officers with the SPD served the court-ordered search 
warrant at 625 E. Lafayette Street, Lot 1, Salisbury, NC.  Prior to serving the court-ordered search 
warrant, law enforcement officers had developed a plan of action and briefed all personnel 
involved.  Upon arriving at the residence, law enforcement officers positioned themselves in 
predetermined locations around the area.   
 
Mr. Loman, a Special Response Team (“SRT”) member medic, stated that he attended a briefing 
earlier that morning at the Salisbury PD in regards to the service of the search warrant.  Mr. Loman 
stated that he was advised the SPD drug unit had been conducting controlled buys at the residence 
and that a CI informed investigators that two of the occupants were always armed.  Mr. Loman 
stated that he was further advised that an occupant was a suspect in an armed robbery investigation 
and another occupant was a suspect in a homicide investigation in Charlotte.   
 
Following the briefing, the SRT members went to serve the court-ordered search warrant at 625 
E. Lafayette Street, Lot 1.  Mr. Loman stated that he was assigned to use a halligan tool to breach 
the door.  He stated that he used this tool on the back door of the residence while a detective hit 
the halligan tool 2-3 times.  Another detective threw a diversionary device into the residence.  Mr. 
Loman stated that the team then entered the residence while he held the back door open.  He stated 
that the SRT team members announced, “search warrant” and “Police” several times.  Mr. Loman 
stated that he heard a gunshot, then 4-5 more shots and someone said, “Shots fired, shots fired.”  
He then went inside the residence and observed Detective Lancaster, Officer Boehm, and a person, 
later identified as Mr. Laurent, Jr., in a bedroom.  Mr. Loman immediately began rendering aid to 
Mr. Laurent, Jr., who was unconscious and bleeding.  Additional SRT members began assisting 
Mr. Laurent, Jr. until EMS arrived.  Paramedics stated that the SRT members were rendering aid 
to Mr. Laurent, Jr. when they arrived.  Paramedics then transported Mr. Laurent, Jr. to the hospital 
where he was pronounced deceased at 9:58 a.m.  (See Attachment B). 
 
Detective Barkalow stated that during the service of the court-ordered search warrant, the SRT 
team members were wearing green pants, green tops that had patches that said police, body armor 
that said police on the front and back, headsets, and helmets.  He stated that once the rear door to 
the residence was opened, Officer Boehm was the first one to enter and turned right.  Detective 
Barkalow stated that officers announced themselves by saying, “Police” and “search warrant” 
during entry.  Upon entering the residence, Detective Barkalow heard gunfire.  He stated that he 
heard a single shot followed by rapid gunfire.  He was unable to say how many shots were fired 
and did not witness the shooting.  Detective Barkalow stated that he and another officer went into 
a bedroom and observed a person in the bed who complied with their commands.  (See Attachment 
C). 
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Officer Boehm stated that he attended the briefing prior to the service of the court-ordered search 
warrant.  He stated that a search warrant had been issued for a single-wide trailer and that drugs 
had recently been purchased from this location.  He stated that he was advised that three adult 
males lived in the residence and two were known to be armed and a third was suspected of being 
armed.  Officer Boehm stated that he was assigned to be part of the entry team into the residence.  
He stated that he was wearing clothing that identified him as the police.  He stated that when he 
entered the residence, he observed a closed door to his right.  Officer Boehm stated that as he was 
making entry into the closed door, he announced, “Police department, search warrant.”  He stated 
that he used his left hand to open the closed door and had his firearm in his right hand.  He stated 
that when he opened the door he saw a black male, later identified as Mr. Laurent, Jr., in the 
bedroom.  He stated that Mr. Laurent, Jr. was moving towards the back rear corner of the bedroom 
[opposite side of the room from the door] at a rapid pace.  Officer Boehm stated that he told Mr. 
Laurent, Jr. several times, “Police department, search warrant, get on the ground.”  He stated that 
Mr. Laurent, Jr. ignored his commands and turned from the corner of the bedroom with a firearm.  
Officer Boehm, who was standing at the bedroom door, stated that Mr. Laurent, Jr. then fired at 
least one shot very close to Officer Boehm’s face.  Officer Boehm stated that he then returned fire 
and did not know how many times he had fired his weapon.  He stated that he continued to fire 
until Mr. Laurent, Jr. was no longer a threat to him or anyone behind him.  Officer Boehm stated 
that Mr. Laurent, Jr. collapsed on the floor.  Officer Boehm stated that he screamed, “Shots fired, 
we need a medic.”  He stated that he believed Mr. Laurent, Jr. was trying to kill him.  (See 
Attachment D). 
 
Detective Lancaster stated that two CI’s had made controlled purchases of drugs from the residence 
and had witnessed handguns inside the residence.  He stated that prior to the issuance of the search 
warrant, investigators had received information that one of the occupants was a possible suspect 
in a murder in Charlotte.  Detective Lancaster stated that a SRT member medic had the halligan 
tool and he had the hammer to make entry.  He stated that the team announced, “Search warrant, 
search warrant, police, police” as they went inside the residence.  Detective Lancaster stated that 
once entry was made, Officer Boehm went to the right and he went behind him.  He stated that he 
observed a person in a bedroom who was bent down getting something and when the person, later 
identified as Mr. Laurent, Jr. turned back, Detective Lancaster believed he saw the end of a firearm 
pointing at him.  He stated that he believed he yelled, “gun” several times.  Detective Lancaster 
stated that as he began to raise his firearm, he saw Mr. Laurent, Jr. hit the wall and slide down it.  
He stated that he could not say whether or not Mr. Laurent, Jr. fired any rounds.  Detective 
Lancaster stated that as he came in the bedroom, he did not have clear sight of Mr. Laurent, Jr. 
since Officer Boehm was ahead of him.  He stated that he yelled, “medic” several times and he 
and a medic assisted Mr. Laurent, Jr. until other aid arrived.  (See Attachment E). 
 
Mr. Petersen, Jr. stated that he was inside the residence and had recently moved to Salisbury from 
Florida.  He stated that he had been living at this residence for approximately one month and that 
his cousin (Mr. Laurent, Jr.) and his brothers also lived there.  He stated that Mr. Laurent, Jr. slept 
in a bedroom toward the rear of the residence.  He stated that on this date, around 9:00 a.m., he 
heard voices coming from the outside of the residence.  Mr. Petersen, Jr. stated that he looked 
outside and saw police vehicles.  He stated that he heard loud booms or knocks on the back door.  
He stated that he yelled, “Police” to let everyone in the residence know who was at the door.  Mr. 
Petersen, Jr. stated that on the fourth knock, the police made entry and he laid face down on the 
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floor in the kitchen/living room area.  He stated that when the police entered, he heard 6-10 
gunshots and that he did not see his brother or Mr. Laurent, Jr. prior to the shooting.  He stated that 
the police officers were wearing matching clothing and the lighting conditions were good.  He 
stated that he had never seen Mr. Laurent, Jr. with a firearm and knew there was a recent breaking 
and/or entering at the residence (reported August 25, 2016); however, he did not know what was 
stolen.  Mr. Petersen, Jr. stated that Mr. Laurent, Jr. had been previously shot multiple times when 
he lived in the Virgin Islands.  (See Attachment F). 
 
Detective Ginn stated that he and another detective parked their unmarked patrol cars in front of 
the residence prior to the service of the court-ordered search warrant.  He stated that he activated 
his blue lights when he exited his vehicle.  At that time, he stated that he noticed the SRT members 
running towards the rear of the residence.  Detective Ginn stated that he observed a person from 
inside the residence open a window and throw out an object, which was later discovered to be a 
Kel-Tec 9mm handgun.  He stated that he heard someone yelling, “Police, police” and then he 
heard multiple gunshots.  (See Attachment G). 
 
Officer Scrip was stationed at the front of the residence prior to the service of the court-ordered 
search warrant.  He stated that he was aware that one of the occupants had an outstanding order 
for his arrest for a resisting a public officer charge.  He stated that he heard three distinct strikes 
against the halligan tool to pry the door open and then he heard the distraction device.  He stated 
that he heard, “Police” being announced.  As he was stationed at the front of the residence, he 
stated that he observed one of the occupants come to a front window and try to come out.  He 
stated that he gave the occupant verbal commands to show his hands, at which time a SRT member 
took the occupant into custody.  Officer Scrip stated that he observed an unmarked police vehicle 
with its lights on at the front of the residence.  (See Attachment H). 
 
Lt. Beam stated that he was near the SRT van when the court-ordered search warrant was being 
served.  He stated that he heard the breach tool being hit several times at the rear of the residence.  
He stated that he heard, “Police, search warrant” and then heard several shots.  (See Attachment 
I). 
 
Sgt. Crews stated that once the SRT members were at the location, the team went to the rear of the 
residence.  He stated that Detective Ginn drove an unmarked patrol vehicle to the front of the 
residence with blue lights flashing.  He stated that he heard the announcement of “Police” which 
was made prior to the SRT members entering the residence.  Sgt. Crews stated that he heard 
multiple consecutive shots fired.  Once inside the residence, he stated that he noticed a handgun 
on the floor in a bedroom where blood was located.  (See Attachment J). 
 
Det. Hall stated that when he and Det. Ginn arrived at the residence, Det. Ginn activated his blue 
lights on his vehicle.  Det. Hall stated that he noticed SRT members running towards the back door 
of the residence.  He stated that he heard someone yelling prior to the flash bang.  Det. Hall stated 
that he heard SRT members breaching the door, the flash bang, and multiple gunshots.  He stated 
that he could not recall the number of gunshots and they sounded simultaneous.  (See Attachment 
K). 
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Witness #1, a neighbor, stated that he observed the police wearing green army suits and saw some 
in blue uniforms.  He stated that 5-6 officers went to the back of the residence while he was 
standing in his front yard.  He stated that he observed an officer wearing a green suit with a crowbar 
that was used to pry open the door and then he heard a smoke bomb go off.  The neighbor stated 
that he heard someone yelling something about getting down, then he heard 2-3 gunshots.  He 
stated that he did not hear officers say police.  He stated that he previously observed a lot of 
vehicles coming in and out of the residence.  (See Attachment L).  
 
Witness #2, a neighbor, stated that he did not know the people living at the residence but had 
smelled marijuana coming from the home.  (See Attachment M). 
 
Witness #3, a neighbor, stated that he observed ten officers in green fatigues.  He stated that three 
of the officers stood near a tree in the front yard and the remaining officers went to the back of the 
trailer.  He stated that he heard a door being knocked in, two quick gunshots, and a flash bang.  He 
stated that he saw one black male trying to get out of a front window of the trailer.  (See Attachment 
N).   
 
Witness #4, a neighbor, stated she was in bed when she heard one loud boom then heard over ten 
shots after that.  (See Attachment O).  
 
Crime Scene Investigation: 
 
A crime scene investigator noticed that a window screen was laying on the ground and the window 
was up.  A loaded Kel-Tec 9mm handgun with one magazine and eight 9mm rounds was located 
laying in the grass near the open window.   
 
In the living room, a .40 caliber round of ammunition was located on the couch cushion and a 
spent .40 caliber shell casing was located near the back door area.   
 
A search of Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom revealed a small twin mattress on the floor, two chairs, and 
a small table with a speaker and TV on top.  In the southwest corner of his bedroom was a small 
closet and a countertop with a two-door cabinet underneath.  Four spent .40 caliber shell casings 
and two spent .380 caliber shell casings were found on the floor of the bedroom.  Two projectile 
fragments were located on the floor near the closet door and on the small counter next to the closet.  
Another projectile was located on the small counter. 
 
A Jennings Bryco .380 caliber handgun, covered in blood, was located on the floor in Mr. Laurent, 
Jr.’s bedroom.  (See Attachment P – please note that out of respect for Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s family, a 
black and white photo is being released due to the graphic nature of the color photo).  The firearm 
was loaded with one live round in the chamber and four rounds in the magazine.  
 
In Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom, a crime scene investigator located his brown leather wallet on the 
TV stand and a small clear plastic bag containing a white powdery substance.  Two spent .40 
caliber shell casings were located in the air vent at the foot of the bed.  On the small counter beside 
the closet, a crime scene investigator located U.S. Currency in the amount of $1,513.00, a box of 
.22 caliber ammunition, and a box of .380 caliber ammunition.  A Mossberg 12 gauge shotgun was 
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located in the back of a closet.  There were two gunshot holes in the wall of Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s 
bedroom which resulted in damage as the projectiles passed through the wall.   (See Attachments 
Q – please note that out of respect for Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s family, a black and white photo is being 
released due to the graphic nature of the color photo, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z, AA, BB, CC).  
The gunshot holes in the wall were next to the doorway where Officer Boehm was standing and 
on the opposite side of the bedroom from where Mr. Laurent, Jr. was located at the time of the 
shooting.  One projectile was located during a subsequent walk-through of the residence.  (See 
Attachment DD). 
 
A crime scene investigator collected Officer Boehm’s issued firearm, a Glock .40 caliber handgun.  
The handgun contained a magazine with eight .40 caliber rounds of ammunition.  (See 
Attachments EE and FF). 
 
In another bedroom, investigators observed names on a wall with dollar amounts beside the names, 
which appeared to be a drug ledger.  Crime scene investigators collected several items from the 
residence including white substances, green leafy substances, digital scales, drug paraphernalia, 
ammunition, and a bullet proof vest.  (See Attachment GG). 
 
On March 21, 2017, the SBI conducted a walk-through of the same residence.  (See Attachments 
HH and II).  At that time, the new tenants advised investigators that a projectile may be in the wall 
and another one may be near the bathtub.  (See Attachments JJ and KK).  The SBI investigators 
were able to recover a .380 fired bullet from a wall in the middle bedroom.  Based upon the damage 
to the walls in the residence, the trajectory of the .380 fired bullet can be tracked directly back to 
having been fired from Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom where the Jennings Bryco .380 caliber handgun 
was recovered.  The .380 fired bullet was submitted to the NC Crime Lab for analysis.  A second 
bullet, near the bathtub, was unable to be recovered during the subsequent search.  (See Attachment 
LL).  
 
NC State Crime Laboratory: 
 
Several items collected during the investigation were analyzed at the NC State Crime Laboratory.  
The lab confirmed items collected from inside the residence were cocaine and marijuana.  (See 
Attachment MM).   
 
The firearms examination and identification lab analysis confirmed that: 

- eight .40 caliber cartridge cases were fired from Officer Boehm’s service weapon. 
- a projectile fragment, a fired projectile jacket, projectiles, and fragments recovered during 

the autopsy had similar class characteristics consistent with being fired from Officer 
Boehm’s service weapon.  However, the comparison of individual characteristics was 
inconclusive and therefore, the items could not be identified or eliminated as having been 
fired from Officer Boehm’s service weapon. 

- two .380 fired cartridge cases found on the floor in Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom had similar 
class characteristics consistent with being fired from the Jennings Bryco .380 caliber 
handgun that was found on the floor in Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom where he was located 
at the time of the shooting.  However, the comparison of individual characteristics was 
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inconclusive and therefore, the two .380 fired cartridge cases could not be identified or 
eliminated as having been fired in the Jennings Bryco .380 caliber handgun. 

- the .380 fired bullet recovered from a wall in the middle bedroom was fired from the Bryco 
Jennings .380 caliber handgun that was found on the floor in Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom 
where he was located at the time of the shooting.  (See Attachment NN). 

 
Autopsy Report: 
 
The medical examiner concluded that the cause of death for Mr. Laurent, Jr. was multiple gunshot 
wounds.  The autopsy report documented ten gunshot wounds:  one penetrating gunshot wound of 
the head, five penetrating gunshot wounds of the torso (two of these may have represented re-
entrances of the bullets perforating the right upper arm), two perforating gunshot wounds of the 
right upper arm, one perforating gunshot wound of the right forearm, and one penetrating gunshot 
wound of the left wrist and forearm.  Seven bullets were recovered.  Additionally, some separate 
fragments were recovered from some of the wounds.   
 
In addition to the bullets described, the medical examiner noted that Mr. Laurent, Jr. had three 
retained bullets from prior gunshot wounds which were unrelated to this incident.  These were 
recovered from his pelvis, right upper arm, and left calf.  Toxicological testing of Mr. Laurent, Jr. 
detected no alcohol or common drugs of abuse.  (See Attachment OO). 
 
Legal Standard Analysis: 
 
In general, a law enforcement officer, or any other person, is justified in using deadly force if the 
officer or person reasonably believed that he or another person was in imminent danger of great 
bodily injury or death from the actions of the person who is shot.  It is lawful for an officer to take 
action before it is too late to repel a deadly attack.  Under North Carolina law, the burden of proof 
is on the State to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that a person did not act in self-defense.  
Pursuant to State vs. Norris, 303 NC 526 (1981), a killing is justified under North Carolina law if 
it appeared to a person that it was necessary to kill in order to save himself from death or great 
bodily harm.   
 
Conclusion: 
 
Our office has a duty to objectively analyze the totality of the evidence and circumstances.  Our 
office has reviewed the NCSBI investigation and consulted with the investigating SBI agents.   
 
It is clear from the investigation that Officer Boehm was the only officer to have fired his weapon, 
which resulted in the death of Mr. Laurent, Jr.  The evidence shows that the occupants inside the 
residence had notice that the police were entering the residence.  Several SRT members announced 
themselves by saying, “Police” and “search warrant.”  Mr. Petersen, Jr., who was inside the 
residence during the service of the court-ordered search warrant, stated that he yelled, “Police” to 
let everyone else in the residence know who was there.  He also stated that the lighting conditions 
were good. 
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The physical evidence supports that Mr. Laurent, Jr. had a firearm and fired it at Officer Boehm.  
Investigators located two .380 caliber spent shell casings and a Bryco Jennings .380 caliber 
handgun, covered in blood, on the floor in Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom.  The NC State Crime Lab 
determined that a .380 fired bullet recovered from a wall in the middle bedroom was fired from 
the Bryco Jennings .380 caliber handgun found on the floor in Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom.  This 
was the area where Mr. Laurent, Jr. was located at the time of the shooting and where he fell after 
being shot.  The two gunshot holes in the wall of Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom were next to where 
Officer Boehm was standing and on the opposite side of the bedroom from where Mr. Laurent, Jr. 
was located at the time of the shooting.  Based upon the damage to the walls in the residence, the 
trajectory of the .380 fired bullet can be tracked directly back to having been fired from Mr. 
Laurent, Jr.’s bedroom where the Jennings Bryco .380 caliber handgun was recovered. 
 
Based upon the NCSBI investigation, all of the credible, available, and believable evidence 
supports the conclusion that Mr. Laurent, Jr. was armed with a handgun and shot at Officer Boehm.  
As a result of this immediate threat, Officer Boehm returned fire, which resulted in the death of 
Mr. Laurent, Jr.  Under the law, when using deadly force, the justification of using force includes 
all force necessary to end the threat.  In this case, Officer Boehm fired eight times.  The number 
of shots was not excessive given the clear nature of the threat, the proximity of the parties, and the 
close confines of the bedroom.   
 
We have concluded that the evidence indicates that Officer Boehm acted lawfully and did not 
violate any criminal laws.  Therefore, criminal charges are not warranted against him for the 
shooting death of Mr. Ferguson Laurent, Jr.  
 
Remarks to the Community: 
 
Analyzing an incident involving police and citizens in which deadly force is used is a duty of 
paramount importance that the District Attorney’s Office must undertake.  In doing so, my office 
must carefully, thoroughly, and objectively consider and review all of the evidence presented 
before making a just determination as to whether any criminal laws have been violated. 
 
While it is the role of my office to objectively assess the totality of the evidence and circumstances 
when making a decision, we must not lose sight of the human side of any such incident.  It is 
important to remember and respect the fact that Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s family members are grieving 
the loss of a loved one, and that their lives have forever been affected by this event.  With this in 
mind, prior to releasing any information publicly, my office reached out to Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s 
family’s attorneys.  We offered to meet with them as well as any of his family members who 
wished to do so.  Pursuant to their request, we met with the family’s attorneys and during this 
meeting, we discussed the findings of the NCSBI investigation as well as my office’s decision in 
this matter.  I personally answered any questions that the attorneys had at that time.   
 
We must recognize that both our local community and our nation as a whole have become 
increasingly concerned about circumstances regarding officer-involved shootings.  Since taking 
office as Rowan County District Attorney, I have made an effort to consistently provide the public 
with detailed reports containing my office’s analysis of each such investigation in order to more 
effectively communicate not only the facts of officer-involved shooting cases, but also the 
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decision-making process used by my office in these matters.  I do so because I, like many other 
prosecutors, believe in what is often referred to as “responsible transparency.” 
 
My office must balance the public’s right to know with several other important factors.  Certain 
witnesses may not want their identities, home addresses, dates of birth, or places of employment 
publicly revealed.  Crime scene photos are often quite explicit and can therefore be particularly 
disturbing to the general public. Out of respect for Mr. Laurent, Jr. and his family, it would be 
irresponsible to publicly release graphic crime scene or autopsy photos. 
 
In an effort to strike a proper balance in achieving responsible transparency in this matter, I have 
offered Mr. Laurent, Jr.’s family’s attorneys the opportunity to review the entire NCSBI 
investigative file, which contains all interviews, crime scene reports, investigative notes, 
photographs, crime laboratory reports, medical examiner reports, and witness statements.  They 
are welcome to take as much time as they need.   
 
It is important to understand and recognize that not everyone sees Rowan County through the same 
set of eyes.  We each must strive to genuinely listen to the ideas and concerns of all individuals, 
not just those of people with whom we happen to share similar mindsets.  When we are all willing 
to carefully and earnestly consider the viewpoints of others, meaningful discussions can and will 
occur, and true progress can be made.   
 
It is equally important to recognize the inherent challenges the job of being a law enforcement 
officer entails.  Police officers frequently risk their lives, or willingly put themselves in harm’s 
way, simply because they want our community to be safe.  Oftentimes, they are required to make 
split-second decisions.  Our local law enforcement officers work long and late hours, spending a 
considerable amount of time away from their families, in an effort to make Rowan County a better 
place to live.  We should all be thankful for their efforts and dedication to our community.  
 
It is my sincere hope that some positive developments can come out of this tragic incident.  I 
welcome being part of any community dialogue about the criminal justice system as a whole.  As 
we all move forward, my prayer for Rowan County is that we unite with the common goal of 
respect and understanding as we continue to strive for a justice system in which we all have 
complete and unwavering confidence.   
 
Brandy L. Cook 
Rowan County District Attorney 
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